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SHAPI NG DORSETOS TRURURE
VISION AND AMBITION

Transition and Transformation

Dorset is a very special place. Most of its people enjoy agood and sought after
quality of life, with low crime and the opportunity to enjoy a healthy life style in
attractive towns and villages, within an outstanding natural setting of countryside
and coast .

However , this special place can also be a challenging place to live and work. Our
ambition for the sub  -region is about turning challenges to our advantage. By

building on whatisg ood and advantageous we can and will move Dorset forward.

We want the goal of a decent home for all to be a reality. We want to achieve a
step chan ge in economic growth. We want better jobs in Dorset with better pay

and in the right places . We want our towns and villages to be able to meet the

needs of all, whether they are young or old, rich or poor, working or not working.

We want everyone to be g  iven the opportunity to prosper and flourish , and we
mean to achieve this while protecting the precious environment which make s
Dorset so special.

This needs a collective effort.  Developing a clear, unified and long -term vision for

the Bournemouth, Dorse tand Poolesub -r egi on i s critical if the area
economic potential is to be realised. Our Multi -Area Agreement (MAA), the first to

be signed in the UK | has already raised the profile of the area. We have defined

our ambitions as a single voice and no w we must work together with partners  to

deliver the jobs, houses and places that we need to make Dorset greater

Access and opportunity for all

The i mage of Dorset as bei ngf §endralydrlel with 6c omf ort abl vy
disposable income well above the national average . However, average wages in
Dorset are low and  there is a significant minority of people in Dorset who are

unable to achieve their potential or  have a satisfactory  quality of life because they
are unable to access jobs, services and le isure opportunities.  Access is limited
particularly in rural areas, for people who do not have the use of a car and where
public transport is limited . I mproving the availability of public and community
transport is vital to improving quality of life and we have already achieved a great
deal. O ur forthcoming single Local Transport Plan will set out for the first time an
agreed set of priorities for the whole sub -region . It will deliver safe, accessible

and reliable transport and ensure that people are not prevented from accessing
work, education or  support or leisure services . Key strategic outcomes for public
transport will rely  on increasing the density  of our residential areas to provide the
scale of demand required for public transport services to expan d. By building

more houses along our key public transport routes and in accessible locations
within our towns we can provide more effective services which more closely meet
peoplebébs access nheeds.

However, access is not all about effective public transport. People do not need to
travel if jobs and services are available locally.  Through spatial planning policy we
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will increase demand for local services by building more houses in the right places
whe re there are attractive alternatives to the private car to access key services

This will also sustain our businesses and increa se the talent pool  available for
economic growth.

We recognise that not all communities can sustain the same level of facilities . Itis
appropriate that urban and rural areas offer different levels of service .
Nevertheless, there are opportunities to reduce the need to travel. If higher -
level centres like  Bournemouth and Poole continue to improve their specialist

offer, that wou Id reduce the need for some people to make longer and more
expensive journeys to Southampton, Exeter or Taunton. Similarly b y making our
market towns more self contained, primarily by planned urban growth, we can
provide the demand  to generate a wider ran ge of more general services in those
communities and reduce the number of journeys to larger centres . Urban
extensions at Dorchester, Christchurch , Weymouth and Gillingham are in varying
stages of planning and will deliver across the time span of the Local Investment

Plan. Inthe same way, moderate amounts of housing in small settlements can

have a disproportionately beneficial effect. Basic village services, such as shops,
post offices, pubs and schools operating at the margins can be made more viable
by a small increase in  local housing designed to enhance self containment . Homes
for people working in caring and other service industries are vital if rural ar eas
are to flourish. Apart from addressing pressing housing need, this is why the rural
affordable housing programme is so vital for Dorset.

In terms of closing the gaps of opportunity for people in our communities, decent

affordable housing is a key prio rity for the whole of Dorset . D elivering challenging

housing targets featur  es high in each of the three Local Area Agreements and

highlighted as crucial in the Audit Commi ssionds
House prices are amongst the highest in the country, whereas wages are around

the South West average. The inability to afford to buy a house limits the ability of

young and, increasingly , older peopleto live and to work in the communities

where they grew up , and contributes to the well -documented out -migration of

young people . Properly planned and resourced affordable housing also allows for

the proper integration into our communities of vulnerable people and 6outsidebo
groups such as gypsies and travellers, improving their life chances and

opportun ities. The impact of  inadequate housing s particularly significant for the
economy in terms of restricting labour mobility and economic activity.

The local authorities across Dorset want to do all they can to maximis e the supply
of affordable housing . Ne w planning policies designed to ensure that affordable
dwellings contribute  over a third of all new housing built in the sub -region are
already in place. Innovative new delivery mechanisms are being explored to

further improve the situation, such as the cr eation of a local asset -backed vehicle
using public sector land in Bournemouth and Community Land Trusts in West

Dorset and Purbeck. Public sector land in Dorset has been made available free to

bring site s forward and a n economic viability tool has been developed for use in
negotiations with developers.

A major challenge for the sub -region over the next 20 years is meet ing the
demands created by an increasingly aged population. This will change the pattern
of demand for housing, leisure and services . It will also resultin a structural shift

Page| 4



in the labour supply which must be countered by intervention measures which
increase the proportion of younger economically active people in Dorset . Thus
there will be more demand for afford able housing, for better housing conditions
and for neighbourhood renewal . Itwill generat e new markets for goods and
services and require matching skillsto  meet emerging economic opportunities.
With local authorities providing the leadership to create a ttractive, affordable
housing with care services available on demand, older people may be encouraged

to downsize, not only releasing larger family houses onto the market but in many

cases also releasing capital and increasing their disposable income. This will
improve the life and health outcomes of our older people so that they can

participate actively in society for longe r.

Tackling Deprivation

Many parts of Dorset give the impression of affluence but this often hides areas of
severe deprivation. Based on the CLG | ndices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD,
December 2007), Bournemouth has the most marked deprivation within Dorset,
ranked 108 nationally out of 354 authorities. By way of contrast,t  he more
affluent East Dorset is ranked 325.

The more detailed IMD  data, for lo wer super output areas (LSOAS), reveals

specific pockets of social and economic deprivation. Some thirty -three LSOAs in
Dorset are classified as being amongst the most deprived nationally (in the

bottom 20%). Of these, nineteen are in Bournemo uth, eight are in Weymouth

and Portland, four are in Poole and two in Christchurch.

Map 1: Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007
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An i nternationally outstanding environment

Dorset 6 sinigue environment makes it internationally distinctive. We want to

exploit this natural advantage by making it central to our ambition for economic

growth. The Jurassic Coast between Lyme Regis and Swanage has World Heritage
status. A pproximately halft he County is defined as an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty . Furthermore, there are extensive designations of wildlife and

habitat which are of  not just n ational but international importance, such as the
precious butfragile Lowland Heath s.

Dorset is also renowned for its towns and villages which are much sought after
places to live. The historic nature and architectural heritage of our settlements
and the abundance of listed buildings and ancient monuments all serve to
enhance the natural be auty of the area and give our towns and villages their
distinctive character. This does not ignore the fact that a historic environment is
not always the most sustainable. Old properties are often poorly insulated and

expensive to maintain. Much needs to be done to improve the sustainability
credentials of our towns and villages.

Given this environmental advantage, w e want to build a Green Knowledge
economy for the 21 century , an economy that exploits the economic advantage of

green technology whilst reduc ing the impact on  and giving protection to our
precious resources . Getting the balance  right between economic growth  and
environmental protection is vital. Central to the Multi Area Agreement, the

concept of Green Knowledge Economy provides a coherent foc us for investment
of resources and alignment of effort. This is not an idea plucked out of the blue.

Dorset has a history of k  nowledge -based employment. Typically such jobs are in
high value sectors, noted for a significant level of know -how and innovation , and
are concentrated mainly in the east of the County. These jobs include, for
instance, employment in the aviation industries in East Dorset, Christchurch and

Poole and a significant concentration of banking, finance and business services

jobs in Bourne mouth and Poole.

The Green Knowledge Economy is supported by a skilled workforce and by a

number of Higher and Further Education institutions . With Bournemouth

University, the Arts  University College  at Bournemouth and three FE colleges,

Bournemouth and Poole, Kingston Maurward and Weymouth, the sub -region is

relatively well placed to encourage and promote innovation and technology

transfer into knowledge -based industry . In addition the South West of England

Regi onal Devel opment Agencyébés (SWRDA) Innovation St

potential of the sub  -region as one of only two areas in the South West likely to be
capable of supporting a science park.

From this background, the innovative strategy of the Green Knowledge Economy

has emerged . It represents a shifting of green priorities to the centre of the

economy and society. By providing a focus for the MAA and a ounique selling
pointd compared to clusters of knowl ed@eenbased i ndu
Knowledge Economy  places the environment of Dorset as a key driver of

economic development. It encapsulates the MAA aspiration of achieving higher

|l evel s of prosperity but in a sustainable manner.
refers to a variety of econom ic activities generated by government strategies
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which are directed towards tackling climate change and creating a low -carbon
economy. Here this might include energy efficiency innovation for small firms;

marine and coastal conservation practices and resea rch and development; and
new sustainability principles applied to transport management, urban design and

rural development.

The promotion of the Green Knowledge Economy work is, therefore, a natural
extension of the existing economic ambitions of the sub -region which is striving
to improve the wealth of the area whilst preserving and enhancing the natural
environment. This approach is also designed to ensure the local economy will be

well placed to take advantage of growth opportunities as we come out of the
current recession . It recognises that the environmentisa positive factor for
appropriate sustainable economic growth, not an inhibiting one, although it does

restrict the options for physical development
Growth and renewal

A strong theme of our ambition is about growth and renewal: economic growth
with a low environmental impact and the renewal of industrial and commercial
land assets to make them fit for our economic future

In the past, economic growth has at times disregarded or undervalued our
natural assets and developed a built infrastructure to serve its immediate needs,
but which is not necessarily fit for today or the future. Employment in the

traditional sectors has fallen dramatically and has been replaced by economic

activity thatisn ot tied to specific locations. We are vulnerable to world -wide
competition in these sectors. Farming still dominates the rural landscape but its
contribution to the economy and relevance to rural society has diminished . This
has had a notable negative impa ct on Dorsetbés mamvikemt towns wh
historically based around satisfying the supply and demand of the farming

industry. The resulting industrial heritage, such as former town breweries at
Blandford and Dorchester, livestock markets, and the rope -making area of
Bridport 6s Sout h We s {hadpacander desstimportant or in some cases
outright redundant. T  hese sites can be pu tto alternative economic uses but need

a strong vision to guide the form and type of development to one that will provide

a lastin g heritage.

The sea and coast help define Dorset and have played a large part in developing
the economy of Dorset. Commercial ports in Poole and Weymouth were once the
focus of the Count y.dhkedamara tbi seagreighttransporitation
has s ignificantly diminished but the infrastructure remains , used but underused.
Portland Harbour had a prominent naval history which has now disappeared,

leaving a legacy of buildings and land, such as in the former Naval Airstation
accommodation blocks and at Osprey Quay which are being successfully reused
Such traditional activities are no longer able to support the local economy but

they have left a distinctive industrial and commercial heritage which needs to

change to support our economic future.

Transforming places

The historical heritage and quality of architecture and design within our towns
helps to provide their distinctive character. However, the built environment is not
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all of the same calibre. While there are some superb examples of archite ctural

excellence, both modern and historic, much of the development of the last 70
years has tended to lack the design and build quality that we demand today.

Furthermore, t he natural and statutory constraints on development mean that we
must make be st use of land intowns where there are attractive alternatives to

the private car to achieve the principle of self -contained settlements . We should
ensure that investment in the redevelopment of prominent b rownfield sites in our
town centres provides a boost t o the local economy as well as improving the
townscape. Redevelopment of the former Poole Power Station site and the

Serpentine Railway Goods Yard in central Poole typify this approach.

While design ha s improved in recent years, our new houses still tend to be

carbon -hungry. Good architectural and ergonomic design and rigorous build
quality is needed for all new development . Homes which use little energy to heat

and light and which have a minimal call on water and on waste will significantly
reduce the cos t of living and increase the amount of disposable income in

communities. This may have the effect of offsetting high house prices . It could

reduce the number of people living in fuel poverty, have a positive impact on

their health and lead to an increase in economic activity rates. Planning policies

will drive up new home  standards with the requirement that all new homes are
zero carbon by 2 016.

We also intend to create eco -home demonstration units to encourage demand for

low carbon homes from local residents . Our exemplar Dorset Eco  -homes project

is still on the drawing board and w e recognise that it may take time to achieve . In
the meanti me tough negotiation will be needed on new -build sites as developers
balance extra build costs against site viability until the mandatory requirement to

meet Level 6 of the Code for Sustainable Homes is introduced in  2016.

In our ambition to drive up stand ards in new construction we must remember
that additional new dwellings in any year form less that 1% of the dwelling stock.

To seriously make an impact on reducing carbon we also need to improve the
energy -efficiency of our existing private and social  hou sing . This means investing
widely in loft and cavity wall insulation programmes in Dorset and aspiring to the

Gover nment 6 s todawbinstalledthese measures for every home in the

Dorset sub -region by 2015 where it is practical to do so. Within Dor set ds

stock around 22% of homes have solid walls and it will be important to also
devel op cost effective ways to target
is also huge potential to maximise micro -renewable energy generation from
techn ologies such as solar photovoltaics, solar thermal and biomass, particularly
in light of the Feed in Tariffs for both electricity and heat.

Bournemouth and Poole are already recognised as amongst the best in the UK for
home energy conservation. We want to make their approach wide  -spread
only will this have tremendous advantages for our residents but it will create a

huge local market for our businesses to exploit, helping to drive  economic

t hese

. Not

growth.  The sub -region has recently been identified as one of nine local authority

areas in England to be included in the Local Carbon Framework pilot.
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It is not just residential areas that grew rapidly to meet the demand of post -war
affluence , but also retail and commercial centres. While there are some superb
centres providing good quality shopping inafirst ¢ lass environment, there are
others in both central and out of town locations, which were designed to meet the
needs of yesterday, not  today or tomorrow. Our town centres are vital to how our
communities are  perceived. They are literally the shop -front of the sub -region. At
present, many are not fulfilling all their potential or keeping up with market

trends. We are providing leadership and vision to achieve a transformation of our

retail areas , encourag ing investmentin our town centres to deliver services that
are accessible to all by sustainable means of transport.
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REGIONAL STRATEGIC C  ONTEXT
The Local Investment Plan is rooted in the wider regional context.
The Integrated Regional Strategy

The Integrated Regional Strategy (IRS), Just Connect! forms the over -arching
focus for regional policy and delivery. It endorses the long -term vision for the
South West expressed in the Regional Sustainable Development Framework.

The Local Investment Plan reflect s the key challenges identified in the IRS ,
including:

e The effects of climate change, the most serious global issue, which is already
affecting the Region

e Housing affordability resulting from high demand and relatively low wages

e Relatively high em ployment rates but low productivity

e Wide geographical variations in overall economic performance

e Loss to other parts of the Country of young people and university graduates,
partly because of relatively poor career prospects

e Inadequate transport infrastruc ture and increased traffic congestion

Regional Spatial Strategy

The Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) gives spatial expression to the vision of the
IRS. It addresses several key challenges , such as population growth, climate
change, housing affordability, low productivity and loss of young people. The
strategy is underpinned by the principle of s ustainab le development

The RSS provides the spatial framework for this Local Investment Plan, steering

investment and growth in the most sustainable way. The bulk of new investment
will be provided at Strategically Significant Cities and Towns (SSCTSs). In this sub -
region we are therefore focusing growth and investment at the South East Dorset

SSCT, comprising the  conurbation of Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch , and
its hinterland . Further west in the County, growth and investment will be focused

at the Dorchester and Weymouth SSCTs.

The RSS also makes provision form  arket and coastal towns to play an important

role in accommodating growth, as will smaller towns and villages in meet ing

identified local needs.  The Local Investment Plan reflects the need for these

settlements to prosper and grow through new employment and housing. In the

countryside development willbe  much more restricted and focusse d on affordable

housing through allocations and releasing sites under the Arural exception
Such development inthe villages should support their roles as local hubs for

community facilities and services, including public transport.

The d raft RSS proposes that 66,200 new dwellings should be built in the

Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole sub -region from 2006 to 2026 . Significantly, it
also sets the target that at least 35% of all housing in the South West should be
affordable. This implies a numerical t arget for the Dorset  sub-region of more than

23,000 new affordable dwellings by 20 26, or nearly 1,160 every year.
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Regional Economic Strategy

The Regional Economic Strategy (RES) sets out an ambitious picture for a future
growing economy. Key themes are picked up within our Local Investment Plan.
Importantly, the RES  statement of intent that economic growth must be secured

within environmental limits, emphasizing the commitment to sustainable business
practises , aligns with our strategy of developing a Green Knowledge economy.

Similarly the RES  strategic objective of promoting strong and inclusive
communities and of addressing the need for more housing and more affordable
housing in the region is central to our own ambitions.

Regional Housing Strategy

The Regional Housing Strategy (RHS) identifies key issues of particular relevan ce
to Dorset and our Local Investment Plan

e High and on -going housing demand, particularly from in -migration, which
drives up prices
e An ageing demographic profile, which is already highest of all regions and
set to increase further
e Severe market access difficulties to owner occupation, particularly for first
time buyers and in the more rural areas
e A shortage of affordable housing, partic ularly in rural areas
¢ A diminished stock of established social housing, exacerbated by a high
level of sales under right  -to-buy
e High levels of homelessness and use of temporary accommodation.

The RHS supports the aims of the RSS to improve the balance of housing markets
and recognises that this is likely to mean an increase in overall housing provision

across the Region and greater concentrations of development in identified

sustainable cities, towns and  rural settlements.  However, t he RHS does not direct
investment: t  his is taken forward in the funding priorities of the Regional Housing

Body (RHB) which, i nturn, gives a steer to the HCA in deciding where to make
allocations.

Regional Transport Strategy

The overall aim of the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) isto ensure that

land - use planning and transport planning are fully integrated in order to steer
new development to more sustainable locations , I educe the need to travel and
enable journeys to be made by more sustainable modes of transport

The S trategy aims to demonstrate the relationship between transport and land
use. In particular, it recognises the wider spatial issues relating to social
inclusion and environmental quality which influence and relate to personal
mobility, access to employment o pportunities as well as health and safety.

The RTS has five key objectives

1. To support the spatial strategy of RPG 10 and to service existing and new
development efficient ly and in an integrated fashion;
2. To reduce the impact of transport on the environment by:
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e Reducing the need to travel, encouraging travel by more sustainable means
(especially by walking and cycling).

e Locating development at accessible locations, particularly by public transport;

e Achieving environmental improvements by directing investme nt to those
locations where infrastructure is required to offset the damaging effects
arising from the impact of traffic and transport.

3. To secure improved accessibility to work, shopping, leisure and services by
public transport, walking and cycling ;

4. To create a modern, efficient and integrated transport system that will meet
the demands of a dynamic regional economy, help overcome regional
peripherality and meet all travel needs ;.

5. To ensure the safe use of the regional transport network and its associated
facilities.

Regional Funding Advice

In July 2008, the Government published indicative regional funding allocations for
transport, housing and economic development to 2019 and invited regions to
demonstrate how the planned investments will contribute to the national priority

of sustainable ec onomic development. The context changed dramatically from

the time at which the process was launched with the current economic

uncertainty. The overall approach of the South West Regional Funding Advice
2009 1 2019 is to manage the current economic recessi on; planning for recovery
is focused on building resilience at every | evel of
this background, the region is committed to planning and making provision for

growth in the long term and has taken as a starting point the current regional
strategic framework T principally the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) and the
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).

The overarching objective of the Advice is 6to support sustainable prosp:
and i mproved quality of | i f €loachievethig theSregion h We st 6.
will focus investment around the following three high level outcomes:

e Productivity T led economic growth Twhere peoplebds skills, innc
and creativity are fully used within a resilient and adaptable economy.

e Alow carbon and resour cei efficient region T making an ever more
efficient and productive use of limited natural resources.

e Successful places and sustainable communities T making

communities more sustainable within well designed and managed places,
where jobs and homes are accessible by all and the most disadvantaged
are given the opportunity for a better way of life and creating places

where the right infrastructure is provided to enable business to thrive and

to connect with their suppliers and markets.

Regional Infrastruc ture Fund

A key element of the Regional Funding Allocation is the Regional Infrastructure

Fund (RIF), administered by the South West Regional Development Agency. The

RI'F is targeted at the regiondés growth areas and th
stra tegic nature and scale of the infrastructure schemes that it will support. The
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RIF provides forward funding for developer contributions to essential pieces of
infrastructure required to unlock growth, bring forward delivery and make growth
more sustainabl e. Infrastructure schemes that RIF can forward fund will
therefore be planning obligations upon future or current development where
provision is required before new development can start or proceed past a
particular scale.

To be funded through RIF, inf rastructure is required to support the delivery of
development that is consistent with the established regional priorities and
embedded in a robust LDD or adopted Local Plan. Priority will be given to
infrastructure that adds value to the delivery of sust ainable growth within one of
the Key Growth Areas identified in The Way Ahead or a New Growth Point.
Infrastructure must be related to the development of a large growth site, a
number of linked developments or unlocking capacity. Associated development(s)
must be of greater size than:

A 1000 houses.

A 20 Hectares of retail/office/employment.

A Combination of the two in mixed use. Or:

A Be of recognisable significance in the Regional Spatial Strategy.

RIF is a recycling fund, its investment being repaid throu gh the current planning
obligations process (section 106 agreements) or in future by contributions made

via the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). RIF can not therefore be used to

bridge viability gaps or be made available to schemes where repayment of t he
forward funding is not through the planning system.

LOCAL STRATEGIC CONTEXT
The Multi Area Agreement

The Multi Area Agreement (MAA) provides an over -arching, sub -regional vision for
the Dorset sub -region :

to develop a strongly performing economy, characterised by a greater
concentration of higher skilled, higher paid jobs than now and to do this
while respecting and protecting our unique environmental assets.

Providing new homes is one element of achieving a balanced approach to

delivering this vi  sion. The agreed strategic priority for housing is to ensure that

the provision of new homes supports the sub -regiondéds economic aspiratior
respects the need to conserve the high quality local environment.

Central to the MAA is the recognition of part nership working as the most effective
way forward. This is nowhere more important than in addressing the key political
priority of all the Councils, that of increasing the supply of affordable housing.

The joint efforts of the Bournemouth, Dorset and Pool e Strategic Housing Group
has drawn together housing and planning officers, representatives of regional
government , the HCA and the RDA and many more, to address this most
intractable of problems.
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The need for more joined  -up working is recognised elsewhere ,such as in
unlocking the potential of employmentland . The MAA recognises, for instance,
that further development of Bournemouth Airport, which lies in the Borough of
Christchurch  but serves the whole of the South East Dorset ¢ onurbation and
beyond , will be vital to the future of the sub -region but requires concerted
collective action

A collective response is  also essential in addressingt ransportis sues. Improved
accessibility to public transport, the need for more investment in all sustainable
forms of transport and a reduction in traffic congestion are common and pressing
requirements across the sub ~ -region .

All signatories to the MAA recognise the need to achieve growth within the
environmental limits, including the constraints of designated land , the capacity of
the strategic road network and the challenges of mitigating and adapting to

climate change. Further they recognise the need to ensure that national and

regional perceptions of the sub -region properly reflect its needs and potential,

and that th is is more likely to be achieved by working together. The Local
Investment Plan  translat es th ese objective s into reality.

As part of the MAA a Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed with the
Highways Agency as the authority responsible for the strategic road network. It
provides a framework for the close collaborative working that will be needed

between the strategic partners within the South East Dorset conurbation to
deliver sustainable growth and prosperity for the area. An important element of
which is the monitoring of the cumulative impact of the numerous smaller
developments likely to come forward.

Raising the Game

The MAA is securely founded in the economic ambition and vision articulated in
Raising the Game, the first economic develop ment strategy for the sub -region.

Each of the three Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) in Bournemouth, Dorset and

Poole had previously developed its own local vision but it was recognised that a
more joined -up approach was needed. It recognises the contr ibution this area is
making t o t he nati onal and regional economy and to ens

hosting the Olympic Games in 2012, with sailing events in Weymouth and
Portland, w ill provide a wide catalyst of opportunity.

Above all, Raising the Game has served to sharpen the focus of partner
organisations, regional agencies and government on the economic needs and

priorities of this area and offers a collaborative and long -term approach to

economic development. It has dispelled once and for all the m isconception by

some that the area was simply 06jogging alongd, | ack
easily dismissed, especially by national and region
itd in terms of economic growth.

Sustainable  Community Strategies

The thr ee individual sustainable community strategies for Bournemouth, Dorset
and Poole further seek to promote and improve the economic, social and
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environmental well  -being of their areas and contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development in the sub -region.

Though tailored to the individual priorities within each area, there are still
substantial areas of common ground between the Strategies, relating to vision

and objectives. The desire for a strong, dynamic local economy, increased
affordable h ousing provision and a sustainable environment come to the fore in
each strategy and represent common themes across the Dorset sub -region

Strategic Planning

The strategic authorities, Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole together with the other

local authoritie s in Dorset have for many years co -operated in the strategic

planning of the area. Initially this took the form of Structure Plans but more

recently this has been through joint advice to the then South West Regional

Assembly for the preparation of Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) . It has also
involved development of a common evidence base to underpin future housing

policy including joint work on the sub -regional Local Transport Plan, Strategic
Housing Market Assessment, Strategic Housing Land Availability assessments and
Gypsy and Traveller requirements.

Strategic and Local Planning

The strategic authorities, Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole together with the other
local authorities in Dorset have for many years co  -operated in the strategic
planning of the area. Initially this took the form of Structure Plans but more

recently this has been through joint advice to the then South West Regional
Assembly for the preparation of Regional Spatial St rategy (RSS) . It has also
involved development of a common evidence base to underpin future housing

policy including joint work on Strategic Housing Market Assessment, Strategic
Housing Land Availability studies and Gypsy and Traveller requirements.

The local authorities are  reflect ing the Regional Spatial Strategy and sustainable
community strategies in the prepar ation of their local development Core
Strategies . These establish the strategic vision for their areas in terms of the

scale and broad location  of future development. Where progress is sufficiently far
advanced the LIP takes on board these local visions

. Poole adopted its Core Strategy in February 2009. East and West
Hamworthy are identified as priority areas in need of investment and
improvement

. Purbeckds draft Core Strategy, published Septemb
(part of the South East Dorset SSCT), Swanage and Wareham as the most
sustainable locations for development. Holton Heath/Admiralty Park and
Winfrith Techology Centre are identifi ed as areas of focus for economic
development.

. Weymouth and Portl and®és wahgpablished@®o dume 2809r.at egy
It indicates that Weymouth will be the primary focus for new development
with a lesser amount on the settlements of Portland. It also re cognises the
potential extensions to Weymouth at Chickerell, Littlemoor and Southill,
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located in West Dorset. West Dorset consulted separately on these options
in June 2009.

. North Dorset is currently consulting on its draft Core Strategy. This
identifies Blandford, Gillingham and Shaftesbury as the main service centres
which will be the main focus for growth. Sturminster Newton, Stalbridge and
eighteen other villages are identified as local service centres.

. Bournemouth, Christchurch and East Dorset and We st Dorset are
progressing their draft core strateg ies. Bournemouth is also working on a
Town Centre Area Action Plan.

BDP Workspace Strategy

The importance of maintaining a flexible and responsive supply of employment

land, sites and premises is clearly es tablished in the Regional Economic Strategy

(RES). A specific activity of the delivery framework accompanying the RES is to

6deliver sustainable sites and premises for busines
Strategy was up -dated in October 2008 by GVA Griml ey, SWRDA and the local

authorities. Whilst this preceded the economic recession, and assumed annual

growth rates of 3.2% per annum (GVA), it does provide the basis for the demand

and supply of employment land and premises.

The Strategy estimates a gross demand of around 184 hectares of employment
land between 2006 and 2026, with an almost 50/50 split between office and
industrial uses. Traditional industrial employment is projected to decline, leaving

a demand for renewal and replacement of existing emp loyment sites where these
are no longer fit for purpose. Whilst the potential supply of employment land is
estimated to be some 216 hectares, only 74 hectares are available in the short

term, and a significant proportion is contained within a few large si tes/allocations.
Supply and demand are unevenly spread across the sub -region, highlighted by an
under supply in Bournemouth, and a very tight supply in the
Dorchester/Weymouth TTWA.

A significant part of the employment land supply in BDP is afflicted wi th
uncertainties regarding the likelihood of sites coming forward. If large parts of
the assumed supply do not come forward, this will leave the sub -region with a

supply shortage most likely having a negative effect on the performance of the
local economy

Sub - Regional Transport Planning

Transport Planning in the sub -region is undertaken within the overall context set

by the Local Transport Plans (LTP). Currently, individual LTPs are in place for the
period 2006 1 2011 for the South East Dorset area and for the remainder of
Dorset. A new LTP to cover the whole sub -region from 2011 is currently being
developed as a result of work under the Multi Area Agreement. This will be

published by the three strategic authorities of Bournemouth, Dorset and P oole.
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The new LTP will focus on local delivery of the five overarching goals set out in
the Department f or Tr anDBefiveringaiSastaihable Bransperp or t ,
System :

1. Support economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and
efficient transport networks;

2. Reduce transportds emissions of carbon dioxide an
with the desired outcome of tackling climate change;

3. Contribute to better safety, security and health and longer life expectancy by
reducing the risk o f death, injury or illness arising from transport, and by
promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health;

4. Promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired
outcome of achieving a fairer society; and

5. Improve quality of life fo r transport users and non  -transport users, and to
promote a healthy natural environment

An important requirement in sub -regional transport planning concerns the
improvement of the transport evidence base in accordance with Planning Policy
Statement (PPS)1 2. Key to this is the South East Dorset Multi -Modal Study
(SEDMMS) led by strategic partners including the local transport authorities,

Regional Development Agency, South West Councils, the Department for

Transport, the Government Office for the South West and the Highways Agency.
It is anticipated that by late 2010, a preferred transport strategy for the sub -
region will be published based on this work and identified interventions secured

via the RFA process. It should be noted the Highways Agency stated a t EiPs both
for the RSS and the Poole Core Strategy that, given the existing congested nature

of the A31, it is likely that developments in the South East Dorset conurbation

shown to have a material impact on the A31 either individually or cumulatively

wil | have to wait for the provision of major transport interventions as identified by

the SEDMMS.

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Strategies

The sub -region is well advanced in its strategic approach to carbon reduction,

with sub -regional Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Strategies. These
were developed and are overseen by the Dorset Energy Group, which brings

together a variety of partne rs with responsibility for energy issues.

The Renewable Energy strategy was completed in 2005 and addresses the
opportunities to meet the sub -regional demand for electricity and heat and
achieve carbon reduction through renewable sources as well as recogn ising the

economic opportunities for Dorset that could come from harnessing its renewable
energy resources.

The Energy Efficiency Strategy, commissioned in 2007, aims to deliver a step
change in performance in both energy efficiency and fuel poverty to e nable
Dorset to meet the Government's challenging 30% reduction in carbon dioxide
reduction target by 2020 and eliminate fuel poverty by 2016 . It covers the
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domestic, business, public (local authorities only), and community and charitable
sectors .

Both st rategies are being implemented by the Dorset Energy Group, a partnership
group comprising representatives from the nine local authorities in Bournemouth,
Dorset and Poole and a wide range of other stakeholders. The Group comprises
an Executive and six wo  rking groups responsible for taking forward the priority
areas for action within both strategies.
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INVESTMENT PRIORITIES

The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole sub -region is probably the most complex in
the South West both in terms of settlement patterns, with the second largest
conurbation in the region bordering very sparsely populated rural areas, and in its
political geograph vy, agreeing shared priorities between one County, 2 Unitary and
6 District Councils. It also delivers a very large proportion of its sustainable

growth through the development of windfall sites, rather than allocated

development sites.

THEME 11 SUSTAINA BLE GROWTH

There is a substantial demand for additional housing of all types in Dorset. Unlike

most other areas, nearly all the demand for this housing arises from migration

into the sub -region. New housing is needed to provide for the workforce that will
be required to ensure the area & future prosperity and its changing demographic

profile. Additional types and tenures of housing are also needed to meet the

changing needs of residents.

The Secretary of State & proposed changes to Regional Spatial Strategy would
require construction of 66,200 new homes in Dorset by 2026. The target is that

some 23,000 or 35% of these will be affordable but that still leaves a requirement

for over 43,000 new open market homes. This will require a substantial amount

of new construction and will necessitate the planning of new, preferably mixed -
use residential areas, incorporating both affordable and private sector housing.

Most developments will use previously developed land in our existing towns,

including windfall  sites, but there will also be a need for planned urban extensions

to towns that seek to enhance self  -containment and reduce the need to travel.
Table 1 on page 29 sets out the amount of affordable housing that each priority
investment area intendsto contribute to the RSS targets.

Market sector house building in Dorset during the initial period of the RSS has

been on track and indeed above the annual average needed to meet the planned
requirement. Inevitably annual house building rates will vary du ring the twenty
year period of RSS and it is anticipated that a lower number of completions this

year and perhaps even next will reflect the effects of the recession. It is

important that the rate of development is restored and then maintained to

support necessary economic in  -migration and to promote healthy economic

growth in general, particularly as we come out of recession.

Increased Provision of Af fordable  Housing

Our top priority, certainly in the minds of politicians and consistently highlighted

in resident surveys as of most pressing public concern, is the cost of housing and

need for more affordable housing. The recent Comprehensive Area Assessment
highlighted the acute need for more affordable homes in Dorset; the total number

of affordable homes built in recent years has fallen well below the number

needed. Our priority is to increase the amount of affordable housing in our

strategic settlements, market and coastal towns, villages and rural areas through

a range of measures. These will include new homes on allocated site s, along with
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sites that are currently unidentified but would positively contribute towards
sustainable development within the area.

We also aim to bring more empty homes back into use and address under -
occupation of both private and social stock . We want to ensure that we meet the
needs of all sectors of society including the young and those workers who are

crucial to our economy, as well as older and more vulnerable people and groups

such as gypsies and travellers. A particular concern for Dorset  within this overall
priority is the pressing need for  affordable rural housing .

To get below the surface of the affordable housing issue and to really understand

the type of need involved, we commissioned a comprehensive Strategic Housi ng
Market Assessment , published in 2008. The findings are highlighted below
following a brief analysis of the nature of the problem

High house prices and the affordability gap

The positive attractiveness of the Dorset area and vibrancy of the local economy
starkly contrast with the reality of Dorset as an expensive place to live and where

the availability of  open market residential accommodation is beyond the financial
reach of many residents. There are marked variations in house prices across the

County.

The most expensive part of the sub -region is Poole where the price of an average
property, for the third quarter 2009, was just short of £269,000. Prices in Poole

are pushed up by the exclusive area of Sandbanks, one of the most expensive
housing ar eas in the world. In neighbouring Bournemouth the average price was
about £200,100. The average for the Dorset County area was £246,300, within

which the lowest prices were in Weymouth and Portland, where the average

house price was £190,000. These figure s may be compared with the average
property price in the SW Region of £217,500 and in England and Wales of

£224,000 *.

Dorset residents have to cope not only with high house prices but also difficulty in

meeting these prices because of relatively low earni ngs. In Bournemouth, Dorset
and Poole, the most recently available figure for average weekly earnings is £448

(ASHE, 2008). This compares with average earning in England and Wales of

£481. A more pertinent comparison might be with the neighbouring South East
region where average house prices across the region are lower than in several

Dorset districts but where, on average, earnings are considerably higher. In

2008, the average weekly earnings in the South East of England were £523, 17%

higher than inth e Dorset sub -region.

The combination of high property prices and low earnings means that many

people in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole are unable to afford a home. A

common measure of affordability is the ratio between house prices and earning,
and a good indication of whether or not households on low incomes can afford
even the lowest priced housing is the ratio of lower quartile house prices to lower
guartile earnings. Data for 2008 gives this ratio to be 6.98 to 1 for England and
8.77 to 1 for the South West region. The com parable ratios for  all local

!Land Registry quarterly house price data for July to September 2009
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authorities in the Dorset sub -region far exceed these levels of affordability. For
instance, in East Dorset the ratio is 13.20 to 1 and in Christchurch 11.66 to 1.

Rising housing waiting lists

An outcome of the affordability gap is the rising number of households on

Housing Waiting lists.  The number has more than doubled from around 10,500 in
2001 to 23,500 in 2009 2. Numerically Bournemouth has the longest list with

6,990 households waiting to be housed. This is followed by 3 ,698 in Poole and
3,349 in Weymouth and Portland. North Dorset has the shortest waiting list but

even this standsat  over 1,000 households.

Benefit claimants

A further measure of the depth of the affordability crisis in the Dorset sub -region
is given by t he high level of claimants for both housing benefit and for council tax

benefit. In Bournemouth, for instance, 20.6% of households are claiming

housing benefit and this is nearly matched in Weymouth and Portland where the

figure is 19.2%. In the South We st region a lower 14.7% of households need to

claim and for GB the percentage is 17.6%.

The prevalence of council tax claimants is equally high in many parts of Dorset.
Some 22.8% of households in Bournemouth claim council tax benefit and 21.9%
of househol ds in Weymouth and Portland are claimants. The average across the
South West region is 18.4%.

The needs of young people

The need for more affordable housing is particularly pressing for young

households who will provide the workforce to keep the economy growing.
Hometrack, the respected analyst of the UK housing market, has commissioned
comprehensive research into a range of housing affordability issues 3 Its findings

showed that the proportion of young working households, aged between 20 and
39,inthe S outh West that were unable to purchase at the lower quartile house

price (the 6éwided I ntermediate Housing Market categ
second least affordable in Britain. Some 61.6% of younger working households
were unable to buy at the lower end of the market. This was only surpassed by

the situation in London (64.4%), but was worse than in the neighbouring South

East (57.6%). By the same measure, with 87.1% of young working household

unable to get onto the bottom of the housing ladder, Chris tchurch had the worst
ratio in England outside of London.

The i mp ortance of housing to building cohesive communities
I't is recognised that good shgoality oflifgthdirtifd | uences peopl

expectancy and the economic and social opportunities available to them. * Local
economies will thrive if people who work in an area can find suitable housing

2 HSSA returns 2001 i 2009.
SCan't Supply : Can't Buy (Full Report) 2008

* Building Better Lives, Audit Commission Sept 2009.
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within reach of their jobs. Having the right type of housing available makes the
area attractive to businesses and improves opportunities for labour mobility.
Major new ho using developments or refurbishment schemes create employment

and training opportunities within local communities . Improvements in the quality
of housing can help reduce the incidence of crime and anti -social behaviour and
resident satisfaction with the qu ality of the locality can increase significantly

following investment in housing. >

The impact of poor housing on health and educational achievement has long been
recognised. Research in London  ° showed a seven fold improvement in health and

seven fold red uction in annual healthcare costs per household following an

initiative to improve housing in the area. Investment in adaptations in an older
personds home can make significant savings
education may be affected by living in a n over crowded home both directly (lack

of quiet space for homework) and indirectly, because of school absence caused

through illness relating to poor housing conditions. We recognise these important

linkages and want to use investment in housing to help b ring wider benefits to

our communities.
The Strategic Housing Market Assessment evidence

Recognition of the pressing and persistent issue of housing affordability and the

need to increase the supply of social housing led to the commissioning of a

Strateg ic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) by the Dorset Housing Market Area
Partnership. The Partnership comprised representatives of the housing and

planning offices from each of the constituent authorities in Dorset, Poole and
Bournemouth as well as representa tives of regional government, neighbouring
authorities, the Housing Corporation and other private housing interest groups.

The assessment examined in depth the characteristics of the population living in
Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole, where people work and , critically, what sort of
housing they need. A companion study of housing need and demand was also
commissioned from Fordham Research and was completed in 2007/08.

The main findings of these studies support the pressing need to increase

substantially the  supply of affordable and intermediate dwellings within the sub-
region . The area splits into two Strategic Housing Market Areas: The

Bournemouth/Poole SHMA covers the conurbation as well as Christchurch,

Purbeck, East and North Dorset Districts while the Do rchester/ Weymouth SHMA
covers West Dorset and Weymouth and Portland. Within these areas we have

examined the evidence in so far as it affects the SSCTs, market and coastal towns

and villages/rural areas.

Some of the key findings are as follows:

e The need for affordable housing in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole is more
than double the  total number of dwellings proposed in draft RSS ’. This

5 The Single Regeneration Budget: Final Evaluation, University of Cambridge for CLG 2007.
5 P Ambrose Centre for Urban and Regional Research , University of Sussex, 1996 and 2000.
" Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West, Panel recommendations December 2007.
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equates to 4,450 new affordable dwellings per annum in the

Bournemouth/Poole conurbation, 1,250 in the surrounding rura | area and
1,540 in the Dorchester/Weymouth HMA. Within the SSCTs the level of need
is around 3 times the level of housing proposed, while in the market towns

and rural areas the level of need is over 120% of the total amount of housing
proposed inthe RS S.

e Across the two SHMAs t he ability to afford intermediate housing is
limited. No more than 30% of households could afford intermediate rent; the
vast majority are in need of social rented housing. Within the SSCTs the

proportion that can afford intermediate rent is generally lower than elsewhere,
although Weymouth is an exception due to the lower house prices in this
town. Lower house prices in North Dorset also enable around 30% of
households to af ford intermediate rent, but in the other market towns and
villages, only between 3 and 15% of households can afford this type of
housing.

e Analysis of survey responses and Housing Registers identify a shortage of and
requirement for smaller properties . B etween 70% and 80% of the
affordable need, and 60% to 70% of market need, is for small, 1 -bedor2 -
bed properties.  This pattern is evident across SSCTs, market towns and
villages. Future requirements are likely to exacerbate this identified shortage.

In p articular, household projections indicate a significant increase in one
person households. Although not all these households will be looking for a
small dwelling, the existing stock is heavily weighted by larger detached
properties so the high demand for s maller dwellings is likely to remain for
some time.

e Veryfew young people (only about 9%) can afford to buy or rent a property
of their own.  Opportunities are slightly better in Bournemouth (where around
12% can afford a property of their own), but are | imited in the market towns
and villages with only 3% in East Dorset and 6% in Purbeck able to afford
their own home.  Around one third  of young households  share a house with
friends and another third live at home with their parents. In the more
expensive ma rket towns and villages in East Dorset and Purbeck over 40%
live at home with their parents. At the time of the survey, in 2007, the
average age of first time buyer households in Dorset was between 30 and 36
years of age. Those buying in Bournemouth were t he youngest (29) while the

average age of first time buyers in West

years. Those who wished to buy had to be earning between £35,000in
Bournemouth and £39,000 in West Dorset to be able to afford a first

property .
Acces s to affordable housing in rural areas

The Strategic Housing Market Assessment identified particular characteristics of

the rural areas such as high levels of owner occupation and higher than average
incomes. However these mask the underlying problems for significant minorities
living on low rural wages and often sharing homes with parents or peers due to

the lack of lower priced properties to rent or buy.
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More recent research by Dorset County Council 8 has looked at the differences
between very small sett  lements (less than 5,000 people), those with populations
between 5,001 and 10,000 and those above this level. This classification excludes
smaller settlements in the Boroughs of Christchurch and Weymouth and Portland,
both of which are predominantly built up.

Across the sub-region as a whole almost a third of the population (31%) live in
settlements of 10,000 people or less. Around 20% live in settlements of 5,000 or
fewer people. Around one third of businesses are also located in the rural
settlements of 10,000 people or less.

There are just under 300,000 employees in employment in the Dorset sub -region .
Of these, around 75,000 work in settlements in rural areas. This is a larger

number than in the Borough of Poole. These figures exclude the self employe d
who are also more prevalent in rural areas. The rural areas thus provide a

significant base for economic activity in the sub -region .

However earnings are generally lower in the rural areas, largely due to the

structure of the economy. Most employees in the smallest settlements are
working in agriculture, fishing, tourism and construction; those in settlements of

5,000 1 10,000 population had higher representation in manufacturing and other
services. Howevert hese tend to be the lower pa id sectors of the economy. Just
4% of employees fell into the higher paid sectors compared with 14% in

Christchurch and 13% in Bournemouth. Conversely 27% fell into low pay sectors

in the smallest settlements compared with 21% in Christchurch and just 19% in

Poole. Gross Value Added per filled job is also lower in the more rural districts of

the County compared to the conurbation and Christchurch.

There is a need to improve the economic structure of the rural areas, but
alongside this there is a pressing nee d for more affordable housing to attract and
retain essential workers.

To help overcome some of the most pressing problems in housing accessibility in
the sub-region , resources must be channelled into the rural areas.

Increased Workspace Provision

The BDP Workspace Strategy is aligned with the spatial development policies
established in regional and local planning policy. It seeks to prioritise the
provision of land for employment use from geographical, location and qualitative
perspectives, whilst contri buting to the broader aspirations of sustainability and
the provision of high quality jobs.

The main elements of the strategy are as follows: -

e Strategic employment sites . the strategy identifies the significance of
ensuring the development of key sites, such as at Bournemouth Airport and
Winfrith. These would provide for a range of employment uses, including
specifically airport related and the aerospace sector, high quality business

8 Economy and labour market data by size of settlement. Dec 09 DCC (A Gray)
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park environment, and the fostering of cluster sectors, such as environ mental
goods and services at Winfrith with its ethos of limiting carbon impact.
e Office accommodation : an emphasis upon the provision of high quality

town centre offices, predominantly in Bournemouth (to address serious
undersupply issues) and Poole, to su pport finance and business services in

particular. The need for good quality office accommodation is also identified
in the Dorchester and Weymouth travel to work area, to attract jobs and
diversify the economic base.

e Marine sector : requirement for the p rovision of waterside industrial units,
fostering clusters of marine industries, with a locational focus on

Weymouth/Portland and Poole.

e Keysites :arange of key sites are identified which it will be essential to bring

forward for development to ensure a suitable range of sites and premises in

towns across the area. This will contribute to the vibrancy and self
containment of towns, and provide for a suitable mix of development. Key
sites identified, other than those already mentioned) include: -

Ferndo wn (East Dorset)

Hamworthy, Poole

The Brewery, Blandford

North Dorset Business Park, Sturminster Newton
Brickfields Business Park, Gillingham,
Holton Heath, Purbeck

Chickerell, West Dorset

Poundbury, Dorchester

Broadwindsor Road, Beaminster

Barton Farm, S herborne

Mount Pleasant Business Park, Weymouth
Osprey Quay, Portland

O O O OO O o o o o o o

It is acknowledged that a range of interventions , including dealing with
environmental constraints, will be required to bring the required supply forward.
Priority is urged for the delivery of sites with little constraints, where the market

alone will not deliver the sites, and to increase the attractiveness of the area as a
place to do business.

Improved Infrastructure

Regional Funding Advice for  major transport schemes covers the period to
2018/2019. Regional advice is consistent with the MAA evidence base and shows

how prioritised schemes will support the delivery of sub -regional outcomes and

priorities. To gain regional approval, transport major schemes must support
aims of the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) and facilitate growth. In the South
West schemes are prioritised according to the following factors:

e Contributions to growth priorities in the Regional Spatial Strategy.
e Contributions to connectivity.

the
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o Benefits for DfT/shared priorities including environmental impact.
e Value for money.

e Deliverability.

o Affordability.

Major schemes in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole that have been prioritised for
delivery through the RFA process are:

e Weymouth Relief Road

e Weymou th Olympic Transport Package

e A338 Bournemouth Spur Road Maintenance

e Poole Bridge Regeneration (Twin Sails)

e Parley to Cooper Dean Bournemouth Airport Access Improvements

e South East Dorset ITS (Showcase Corridors )- Urban Renewal Corridors
e A31 Dualing - Ameysford to Merley

Other schemes may come forward requiring significant infrastructure investment
as the Core Strategies across this area are progressed.

Local Transport Plan funding is used t o deliver lower value schemes. For example
highway safety and  junction improvements and sustainable transport measures

such as footways, cycle paths and public transport infrastructure. Schemes are

brought forward using a prioritisation process that aims to deliver the best value

for the funding available. We are already working with stakeholders and the

public to define a Dorset cycle network; prioritising routes that connect people to

appropriate key destinations for implementation during the course of the third
Local Transport Plan, which will be implemented fro m 2011 .

Other types of infrastructure which may need to be delivered, either in their own
right or alongside new housing, will include:

e Public open space (from parks and play areas to allotments and natural
green spaces)

e  Community halls, indoors sports centres, arts centres, libraries and
museums

e Schools, colleges and childcare provision

e Doctors surgeries , hospitals and other health and social care facilities

e Waste collection and disposal

e Coast protection and flood defence infrastructure to protect urban infill
development in high flood risk areas including sustainable drainage
syste ms

e Strategic renewable energy supplies
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Map 3: Regional Funding Allocation and Local Transport Plan schemes

DELIVERING SUSTAINABLE GROWTH ACROSS THE SUB -REGION

The evidence points to a pressing need in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole for

more affordable social rent and intermediate housing. This need is apparent
across the SSCTs (Bournemouth/Poole conurbation, Dorchester and Weymouth)
as well as the market/coastal town s and villages.

A key strategic aim of all of the authorities in Dorset is the delivery of additional
affordable housing. The housing strategies provide the strategic direction and

shape the overall profile of the affordable housing programme. The progr amme
involves a package of many sites that, when taken as a whole, contribute
significantly to addressing the unmet local housing need. The nature of the sub -

region is such that the majority of sites coming forward for development are
small windfall sites . At present, there is an impressive pipeline of schemes, each
at different stages of the development process.

Table 1 below shows the number of affordable dwellings that are targeted in each
SSCT, the Market and Coastal towns and Rural areas in the sho rt, medium and
longer term. As well as site specific targets this includes the additional affordable
dwellings that need to be built to meet RSS and individual LA targets. These

dwellings cannot be pinned down to specific sites at this stage as from past

experience it is known that they will predominantly come forward on windfall

sites.
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